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( Abstract )

Current trends and prospects of studies on Japanese lexicon and semantics

This paper overviews the research trends in lexicon/semantics by observing eighteen types of academic journals on Japanese
language studies that were published in the past two vears (2015 and 2016) in Korea. From these eighteen types of journals, 878
articles relating to Japanese language studies were extracted, 151 of which were on the area of lexicon/semantics.

Researches on the area of lexicon/semantics occupy approximately 17% of all researches of Japanese language studies, which is lower than
researches in other areas, However, it was confirmed that the rate has in fact constantly increased and more than doubled compared to the data in
previous research. Classification of the 151 articles into subset areas reveals that the largest number of articles were published in the area of
“word formation/naming” and “synonym/polyseme”, followed by those in the area of “word class/phase”. A large portion of articles were on
compound verbs in the area of “word formation/naming” and on loanwords in the area of “word class/phase”. Many articles in the area of
“synonym/polyseme” tend to use corpus and are analysed from diverse perspectives.

Field : Lexicology, Semantics
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